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Australian Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
 
 
April 2006 
 
 
Dear Elected Representative 
 
I am concerned about the proposed changes to laws relating to asylum 
seekers and refugees announced by the government on the 13 April 2006. 
 
These policies will undo many of the government’s positive changes of 
2005, such as the release of children from detention. Children will now be 
forced to grow up in detention, again. 
 
Australia has an international legal obligation to provide protection to 
refugees who arrive in Australia. This obligation cannot be left to a 'third 
country'. People who fear persecution or torture have a right to seek asylum 
and must not be punished for the way they arrive in a safe country. 
Transferring asylum seekers to detention centres in remote, offshore 
locations is a form of punishment. Under proposed changes asylum seekers 
and refugees will face the prospect of indefinite detention.  
 
The proposed changes deny asylum seekers access to a fair and impartial 
review process via the Refugee Review Tribunal and the Federal 
Ombudsman. Access to legal advice and representation could also be 
restricted. The Tribunal has reversed thousands of the Government's 
decisions in recent years. Without this review, refugees may be returned to 
face persecution, breaching Australia’s international legal obligations.  
 
Please oppose any changes that deny basic human rights to people who 
have faced persecution and breach international human rights obligations 
when they are presented to parliament. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________ 

State:_________________________Post Code:____________________ 
 
 
 
 

 


